Recall intervals: effect on treatment needs of the handicapped patient: a retrospective study.
The purpose of the retrospective study was to examine the effect of recall intervals on incidence of dental caries in handicapped patients. Data was collected from patient records of a private pediatric dental practice. Variables examined were time of the recall interval, age, race and sex of the patient, handicap, and whether the patient lived in a fluoridated area or not. Approximately six hundred charts were reviewed which resulted in 83 patients that qualified for the study. Of the 83 patients in the study, 57 did not have dental caries at the recall visit. The relationship between increased caries activity and recall interval was not significant. However, a trend indicating an increased chance of developing caries after a twelve month recall interval was detected.